Sources Sought
At the general level, it means that the buying authority wants to get an understanding of who the potential bidders might be. This can help them understand how to advertise the opportunity, whether or not there are enough different sources to have a competitive bid, whether small business sources are available, whether there are potentially qualified companies with special status (HUBZone, Small Disadvantaged Business, Women-owned, 8A, SDVOSB etc) available. 

 

At the specific level, they may be required, or wish to to set-aside the project for HUBZone or 8A firms, or for only small businesses. If there are enough HUBZone -certified firms interested in bidding, for example, they will probably set the project aside for that category. This would mean that only HUBZone firms would be qualified to bid.  If there is a qualified &interested 8A company, they might sole source the project to them. 

 

If there are very few responses, the solicitation would probably be issued for open competition, which means that anyone can bid.

