Telecommunications Advisory Board Minutes
6/30/10

Minutes

In attendance:  Roy Duddy, Chris Way, Carol Miller, Paul Leary, Chris Hodgdon/Comcast, Lisa Thorne/Verizon, Paul Labonte/Consultant,  Denis Leclerc/Admin Services, Teresa Rosenberger/Fairpoint, Naida Kaen/Legislator, Carol Friedrick/Legislator, Deb Reynolds/Legislator, Martha McCleod/NNCHIN, Brian Shepperd/NHPTV, Michael Blair/SWRPC and GRANIT, Larry Rappaport/Legislator, Art Durette/County Government, Michael Ladam/PUC, Maura Weston/NECTA, Elizabeth Gray/Governor’s Office, Stuart Arnett/Consultant, Jeremy Katz/segTEL, and Marc Violette/TDS Telecom
Roy Duddy, Director of DED welcomed the group and handed the meeting over to Carol Miller, Director of Broadband Technology to facilitate the agenda and discussion.
Carol Miller began the meeting with an intro and set the stage for the agenda with a PowerPoint presentation.
Carol Miller, Director of Broadband Technology presented the following

Department of Resource and Economic Development Staff

Broadband and why it is important from the TAB

Broadband Stimulus background with Federal Agencies, process, statutory purposes, and priorities

Broadband Stimulus applications submitted for NH Round 1 and Round 2

Broadband Stimulus application supported by the Governor’s Office Round 1 and Round 2

Network Network New Hampshire-NH’s 66Million Project to build new and existing fiber in the state.  

Brian Shepperd/NHPTV presented the Microwave build with collaboration between state agencies and NHPTV

Michael Blair/Granit and SWRPC presented Fastroads that included  a description of the project along with partnerships with CDFA and southwestern and western central last mile pilot projects.
Michael Blair/Granit and SWRPC presented the Broadband Data and Mapping Project.
Carol Miller stepped through the National Broadband Plan and goals as outlined by the FCC.

FCC is seeking comments on how best to implement the plan.

The FCC says that States have a crucial role in advancing the National Broadband Plan.  The challenges are cost, mapping current access,  physical infrastructure, and broadband building capacity.

The State of NH has options and these are suggestions and comments from the TAB and quests to the following:

1. Create a state Universal Service Fund 

a. We need to utilize USF more and tell the Feds how we want to handle it.

b. We could pass legislation and fund Broadband Users with a Tax to be managed by the PUC to first tackle unserved regions.

2. Tax Credits
a. A reduction in taxes for vendors to unserved/underserved areas
b. Encourage public or private monies to go into projects.

c. Investigate the provider side of the incentives to see if it is worthwhile.

d. The biggest resources are with USF to be renamed CAF

e. Remove Barriers

3. Revolving Loan Fund

a. Available for new business in unserved markets

b. To Private entities only

4. Broadband Sustainability Fund

a. Differential of Cost 

Subsidize users or provider with a level funding mechanism.
b. Could be used for adoption for consumers to embrace the use of Broadband.
c. Look at the SBA Applications.  Stuart Arnett talked about his application for SBA funding and what it would provide.
d. Use for equipment subsidies for Elderly/E-Care, and low usage consumers.  
e. Make capacity large enough for the future.
5. Municipal Options

a. Municipal Bonding will be back at the Legislature in September.  A Study Committee has tasked.  Carol Miller and Rep Carol Friedrick will have to answer to governance issues.  Will be asking people to help out with their comments and expertise.

6. Refocus the TAB to a sub committee format.

a. Next steps

b. Steering Committee

c. Election of Officers

d. TAB Members will be asked to serve in various capacities.

7. Who is responsible for Broadband

a. We need to reprioritize goals and see how change effects it

b. Need some transparency to meetings

c. Need to plan for Kids Futures.

Other discussions included:  

Rural Health Care;   The NE TeleHealth Consortium and its managers will help centralize the federal application process for health care agencies who have not applied.   The reimbursement will help fill the gap between now and when the NE TeleHealth Network is up and running.  It will fund 25% of an agencies internet bill.

The Department of Education is offering workshops and will be the centralized contact for schools and libraries that have not applied due to staffing constraints.  They are still working out the details.
TAB members will be contacted and refocused into a sub committee work.  Full TAB will convene again in the fall for elections.  A steering committee will be appointed right away after the 4th of July.
