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Planning Lunches at Noon (PLAN) 
Monthly Webinar Services

Welcome to the PLAN Monthly Webinar Series!
The webinar will begin shortly.  

Check out our Planning and Zoning Training website page for:
• Slides and recording of all completed webinars in the PLAN series
• Schedule for upcoming webinars
• A short, anonymous online survey to gather feedback and topics for 

future webinars

www.nh.gov/osi/planning/planning-training.htm

http://www.nh.gov/osi/planning/planning-training.htm
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OVERVIEW OF THE 2021 
MUNICIPAL LAND USE 
REGULATION SURVEY RESULTS

Noah D. Hodgetts, Principal Planner
NH Office of Planning and Development

Alvina Snegach, Assistant Planner
NH Office of Planning and Development

September  15, 2022



Presentation then Question and Answer session
► Type questions into Chat box

► Raise hand

►We will be recording the presentation portion of this 
webinar.

Webinar Logistics
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Leave

Open Chat 
box

Raise/lower hand



• Noah Hodgetts, Principal Planner at the NH Office of Planning and 
Development. 

• Alvina Snegach, Assistant Planner at the NH Office of Planning and 
Development. 
Noah and Alvina will present the results of the 2021 Municipal Land 
Use Regulations (MLUR) Survey. The 2021 MLUR survey conducted by 
OPD and completed by all 234 municipalities includes information on 
land use regulations, local land use boards, master plans, economic 
development, planning and development techniques, and water and 
shoreland regulations. Noah and Alvina will also provide a tutorial on 
how to use the survey result’s interactive map.

• Question and Answer. 

Agenda
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Municipal Land Use 
Regulation Process
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Municipal Land Use 
Regulation Survey

 RSA 675:9 establishes the New Hampshire Office of Planning 
and Development (OPD) (former NH Office of Strategic 
Initiatives) as the state repository for all local land use 
regulations and documents

 RSA 675:9 authorizes OPD to conduct an annual survey of all 
municipalities in order to collect information pertaining to new 
and/or amended land use ordinances
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2021 Survey Results
 Completed by all, but two of the state’s 234

municipalities, 9 village districts with zoning 
authority, Coos County, and Pease Development 
Authority

 Coos County has zoning authority over 23 
unincorporated places in the North Country

 128 jurisdictions submitted zoning amendment 
updates after their 2021 Annual Town 
Meeting
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Municipal Land Use                 
Regulation Survey Topics

 Municipal Planning 
Organizational Structure

 Land Use 
Regulations/Documents

 Master Plan Topics
 Housing Information
 Building Code Information
 Economic Development
 Planning & Development 

Techniques
 Water & Shoreland 

Regulations
 Energy Information
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2021 Highlights
 128 jurisdictions adopted 

zoning amendment updates
 8 communities amended 

their Accessory Dwelling 
Unit (ADU) ordinances to 
allow detached units

 5 communities adopted or 
expanded their workforce 
housing ordinances

 8 communities adopted 
short-term rental 
regulations

 11 communities adopted 
definitions for solar arrays 
or a solar energy systems 
ordinance

 1 community adopted  
79-E, which provides 
property tax relief to 
encourage investment in 
rehabilitation of 
underutilized buildings in 
downtowns and town 
centers
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A Patchwork of Regulations            
& Planning Capacity

 18 communities, located primarily 
in Grafton and Coos County, do 
not have traditional zoning 
ordinances, but 7 of these 
communities have a Board of 
Adjustment

 Only 2 communities at the far 
northern tip of the state, 
Pittsburg and Clarksville do not 
have a Planning Board 
established under RSA 673:1

 57 communities have adopted 
historic district ordinances, but 
are all in the southern half of the 
state

 197 communities have adopted a 
wireless telecommunications 
ordinance with the only 
communities that haven’t clustered 
at the northern tip of the state or 
on the western edge

 72 communities have full-time 
planning staff; 78 communities 
have part-time planning staff; 38 
communities rely on planning 
consultants; 74 communities have 
no planning staff

 Regional Planning Commissions 
provide circuit rider planning 
assistance to 33 communities
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Master Plans

 41 communities have 
adopted master plan 
updates since the 
beginning of 2020

 An increasing number of 
communities are 
adopting master plan 
chapters which deviate 
from the master plan 
chapters enumerated in 
RSA 674:2



12PLAN Monthly Webinar Series

Housing Development 
Ordinances

 75 communities have a workforce housing ordinance 
workforce housing multi-family overlay district in 
accordance with RSA 674:58-61

 Only 49 of these communities have an inclusionary 
zoning provision in their workforce housing ordinance

 85 communities also levy impact fees and 22
communities have enacted growth management 
ordinances

 80 communities employ age-restricted housing 
regulations
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Accessory Dwelling Unit 
Ordinances

 204 communities have adopted 
an ADU ordinance

 173 communities require the 
principal dwelling unit or the 
accessory dwelling unit to be 
owner-occupied

 104 communities allow accessory 
dwelling units in structures which 
are detached from the principal 
dwelling unit

 Just under half of the 
communities that regulate 
accessory dwelling units permit 
them as-of-right, while the other 
half require obtaining a 
conditional use permit or special 
exception
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Short-Term Rentals
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Solar Energy Ordinances
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Innovative Planning Tools
 Mixed-Use Zoning (143)
 Inclusionary Zoning (49)
 Density Bonus (70)
 Cluster Development (179)
 Form-Based Code (8)
 Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance – detached 

(104)
 Planned Unit Development (43)
 Transfer of Development Rights (9)
 Village Plan Alternative Subdivision (5)
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MLUR Survey Takeaways
 Many communities are utilizing innovative planning and  

zoning approaches

 Remaining Challenges

 Making sure communities are aware that these innovative 
planning tools exist

 Making sure communities have the necessary resources and 
adequate capacity to adopt and administer these tools

 Making the development community aware that a 
community has adopted particular innovative                   
planning tools

 Encouraging the development community to                   
utilize such tools
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Municipal Land Use                
Regulation Survey Data 
Products – Coming Soon

 All 2021 MLUR survey data, analysis, and maps will 
be available by the end of September at:

https://www.nh.gov/osi/planning/services/mrpa/land-use-survey.htm
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Summary Article
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Interactive Map
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Interactive Map               
Instructions
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Community-by-Community 
Snapshot
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Subject Specific Tables
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Subject Specific Tables:
Zoning Amendments



• If you would like to ask a question, please either raise your hand and 
unmute yourself or type your question in the Chat box.  If on the phone, 
lines have been unmuted

Questions and Answer Section
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Click to raise 
and lower 

hand

Click to open 
Chat box



Noah Hodgetts, Principal Planner at NH Office of Planning and 
Development 
Noah.D.Hodgetts@livefree.nh.gov

(603) 271-2157

Alvina Snegach, Assistant Planner at NH Office of Planning and 
Development
Alvina.Snegach@livefree.nh.gov

(603)-271-6651

Contact Information
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• Slides and recordings of all 
completed webinars

• Schedule for 2022 upcoming 
webinars

www.nh.gov/osi/planning/planning-
training.htm

Click here for a short, anonymous 
online survey to gather feedback and 
topics for future webinars

Planning Lunches at Noon (PLAN)
Monthly Webinar Series

mailto:bridgett.e.beckwith@livefree.nh.gov
mailto:Alvina.Snegach@livefree.nh.gov
http://www.nh.gov/osi/planning/planning-training.htm
https://forms.gle/C3bgEAtX8C51vZRJA


THANK YOU 
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