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Municipal Land Use Regulation Survey

 RSA 675:9, which has been in effect since 1983 

establishes the New Hampshire Office of Strategic 

Initiatives (OSI) as the state repository for all local 

land use regulations and documents

 RSA 675:9 also authorizes OSI to conduct an annual 

survey of all municipalities in order to collect 

information pertaining to new and/or amended 

land use ordinances.
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2019 - 2020 Survey Results

 Completed by all, but five of the state’s 234

municipalities, 9 village districts with zoning 

authority, and Coos County

 Coos County has zoning authority over 23 

unincorporated places in the North Country

 130 communities submitted zoning amendment 

updates after their 2020 Annual Town Meeting
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Municipal Land Use Regulation Survey Topics

 Municipal Planning 
Organizational Structure

 Land Use 
Regulations/Documents

 Master Plan Topics

 Housing Information

 Building Code Information

 Economic Development

 Planning & Development 
Techniques

 Water & Shoreland 
Regulations

 Energy Information
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Master Plans

 31 communities have 
adopted master plan 
updates since the 
beginning of 2019

 An increasing number of 
communities are 
adopting master plan 
chapters which deviate 
from the master plan 
chapters enumerated in 
RSA 674:2
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Housing Information

 Accessory Dwelling 
Unit Ordinance

 Workforce Housing 
Ordinance

 Inclusionary Zoning 

 Age-Restricted Housing 
Ordinance

 Short Term Rental 
Regulations

 Tiny House Regulations
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Housing Development Ordinances

 70 communities have a workforce housing ordinance or 
a workforce housing multi-family overlay district in 
accordance with RSA 674:58-61

 Only 48 of these communities have an inclusionary 
zoning provision in their workforce housing ordinance

 86 communities also levy impact fees and 23
communities have enacted growth management 
ordinances

 78 communities employ age-restricted housing 
regulations
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Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinances

 202 communities have adopted 
an ADU ordinance

 169 communities require the 
principal dwelling unit or the 
accessory dwelling unit to be 
owner-occupied

 96 communities allow accessory 
dwelling units in structures which 
are detached from the principal 
dwelling unit

 Just under half of the 
communities that regulate 
accessory dwelling units permit 
them as-of-right, while the other 
half require obtaining a 
conditional use permit or special 
exception
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Planning Tools for Housing
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 Mixed-Use Zoning (140)

 Inclusionary Zoning (48)

 Density Bonus (70)

 Cluster Development (177)

 Form-Based Code (6)

 Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance – detached (96)

 Multifamily residential zoning – no data

 Planned Unit Development (44)

 Transfer of Development Rights (8)

 Village Plan Alternative Subdivision (5)

 Village Center/Compact Downtown Zoning – no data
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Interactive Map
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MLUR Survey Takeways

 Many communities are utilizing innovative planning and zoning 
approaches

 Remaining Challenges

 Making sure communities are aware that these innovative 
planning tools exist

 Making sure communities have the necessary resources and 
adequate capacity to adopt and administer these tools

 Making the development community aware that a community 
has adopted particular innovative planning tools

 Encouraging the development community to utilize such tools
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Municipal Land Use Regulation Survey Links

 All data, analysis, and maps can be accessed at:
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https://www.nh.gov/osi/planning/services/mrpa/land-use-survey.htm
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Housing Supply Report

 2019 Housing Units Permitted

 Total: 4, 419

 Singe Family: 2,636

 Multi Family: 2,197

 Manufactured Housing: 293
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OSI Housing Resources Webpage

 New page includes 

housing related 

technical assistance, 

grants, and data

 Is organized by 

partnering 

organization

 Provides tools and 

resources to incentive 

housing development

14

https://www.nh.gov/osi/resource-library/housing/index.htm
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Contact Information

Noah Hodgetts

Assistant Planner

NH Office of Strategic Initiatives

noah.hodgetts@osi.nh.gov

(603) 271-2157 
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Robin LeBlanc

Executive Director

Plan New Hampshire

r_leblanc@plannh.org

(603) 452-7526

Dave Sharples

Town Planner

Town of Exeter

dsharples@exeternh.gov

(603) 773-6114

Stephanie N. Verdile

Principal Planner

NH Office of Strategic Initiatives

stephanie.verdile@osi.nh.gov

(603) 271-1765

Sarah Wrightsman

Executive Director

Workforce Housing Coalition of the 

Greater Seacoast

director@seacoastwhc.org

(603) 343-8009
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