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APPROVED Meeting Minutes

Department of Business and Economic Affairs
Kinsman Conference Room
Friday, March 21, 2025
1:30 PM

The meeting was called to order at 1:45 p.m. by Chair Sharon Carson.

Present: Chair Sen. Carson, Sen. Birdsell, Rep. Malloy, Adam Boltik (for
Commissioner Caswell), Jeanie Forrester, Mike Skelton, Michael Barrett, Julie
Demers, Darragh Madden. Guest: Rep. Tim Hartnett, Ronan Whitty, CEO of The Mill
Enterprise Hub Drogheda and Peter McGrane, Skillnet Innovation Exchange.

Messrs. Whitty and McGrane gave a presentation highlighting the M1 Corridor and
associated activities. The discussion focused on enhancing trade relations and
fostering business initiatives between New Hampshire and Ireland.

There was an overview of Ireland's startup ecosystem, noting that Enterprise Ireland
is the largest VC investor in Europe by deal count. The Mill Enterprise Hub's role in
supporting startups and scale-ups, particularly through the Skillnet Innovation
Exchange, which facilitates connections between corporates and SMEs is significant.
The Hub aims to foster regional economic development beyond its immediate
location.

The presentation included discussion about the challenges faced by local businesses
in Ireland, particularly the Jericho Hotel's historical significance (Titanic) and the
impact of visitor numbers on revenue. There was emphasis on the need for better
support for local enterprises, which are currently struggling with limited seating
capacity for the influx of approximately 1,000 daily visitors.

The M1 Corridor is a prime investment area, showcasing its strategic location, robust
infrastructure, and a highly educated workforce. Initiatives of the Mill Enterprise Hub
were detailed, which supports startups through the Skillnet Innovation Exchange,
connecting small and medium enterprises with larger corporates. The Hub's focus on
regional economic development and plans for future events aimed at helping Irish
companies expand into the US and UK markets were also discussed.
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The M1 Corridor has many advantages, including its proximity to major cities and a
population of over two million within a one-hour drive. The region's strong educational
institutions were noted, with a high percentage of university enroliments and a
youthful demographic. Additionally, there is excellent connectivity through air and sea
transport, making it an attractive location for businesses.

The attendees engaged in a roundtable introduction, sharing their backgrounds and
interests in trade and enterprise initiatives.

The presentation concluded with discussions on the housing challenges in Ireland
and the potential for public-private partnerships to enhance the startup ecosystem in
New Hampshire. The state's attractive features for businesses were highlighted and
the need for improved accelerator programs. There was strong interest expressed in
future collaboration, particularly through the Business Beyond Borders initiative, to
leverage the historical ties between New Hampshire and Ireland and explore
synergies that could benefit both regions.

A motion by Rep. Malloy, seconded by Mike Skelton to approve the minutes of
February 14, 2025 as written. Julie Demers and Sen. Birdsell abstained. Motion
passed.

There was a brief discussion about the visit from Peter Burke, Minister for Enterprise,
Tourism, and Employment last week. The lunch and reception were well attended.
Sen. Carson noted a great conversation with Sighle FitzGerald about initiating some
cultural events in New Hampshire.

Under Other Business, Representative Tim Hartnett introduced himself and shared
his experiences in social work as a visiting research fellow at Queens University and
wondered if there would be interest in creating a program between NH and Ireland.
He was encouraged to explore the idea.

Next meeting of the Council will be on May 16th at 1:30 p.m. at BEA offices in
Concord.

A motion by Sen. Birdsell, seconded by Rep. Malloy at 2:50 p.m.to adjourn.



