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M ARGARET W OOD H ASSAN 

GOVERNOR 

September 25, 201 3 

Peter F lynn, Town Administrator 
Town of New Boston 
PO Box 250 
New Boston N H 03070 

STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
OFFICE OF EN ERGY ANO PLANNING 

I 07 Pleasant Street, Johnson Hall 
Concord, NH 0330 1-3834 

Telephone: (603) 27 1-2 155 
Fax: (603) 271 -26 15 

RE: Riverdale Road Bridge replacement 

Dear Mr. Flynn, 

[11111 
www.nb.gov/oep 

I am writing as the Chair of the Council on Resources and Development (CORD), which has 
authority over certain state lands pursuant to RSA 162-C. We understand that the Town of New Boston 
may need to acquire permanent easements on two parcels of land that are owned by the State in order to 
complete the Riverdale Road bridge replacement. The State land in question, which abuts the north and 
south sides of Riverdale Road, is part of the Lang Station State Forest and was acquired through the Land 
Conservation Investment Program (LCIP). 

These lands were purchased with LCIP funds fo r permanent conservation and protection as pub lic 
resources, to be permanently held in the public trust. The lands are admin istered and managed by the 
Council on Resources and Development (CORD) per RSA 162-C:6 through RSA 162-C: 11, which has 
delegated management responsibility to the Department of Resources and Economic Development 
(OREO). The statute charges CORD with overseeing the management of the lands to "preserve the natural 
beauty, landscape, rural character, natural resources, and high quality of life in New Hampshire . .. and 
maintain public access .. . where appropriate." RSA 162-C:6, III. 

CORD's statute provides mechanisms for enti ties to impact, and even acquire, interests in LCIP 
lands. One mechanism allows the Department of Transportation (DOT) to obtain interests in LCIP lands in 
certain minor, limited circumstances for minor expansion, modification, or alteration of existing roads 
within the state highway system. However, because yours is a municipal project impacting LCIP lands 
rather than a DOT project, CORD has determ ined that the project is outside the scope of the process 
permitted by RSA 162-C:6, lV. Therefore, that prov ision requi res that the Town must seek approval to 
impact the LCIP lands from the Genera l Court, through legis lation. We have attached a copy of that 
section of the statute for your info rmation. Other towns have done this in the past, and we can provide 
information to assist you with the process. 

The other mechanism is found in RSA 162-C:6, IIJ. This a llows CORD, in certain limited 
situations, to approve impacts to LCIP lands, with approva l from the Governor, if those actions are 
consistent with the requirement to preserve the lands as quoted above. That section allows CORD to 
"authorize the exchange of any interest in the property when the conservation values of the property would 
be degraded if no action were taken," after provid ing certain notice and deeming that action " in the best 
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interest of conservation and protection of the values" in the statute. This section also includes language 
requiring that these types of exchanges "shall invo lve lands contiguous to the original acquisition which 
have equal or greater conservation value, and shall convey on ly those interests necessary to compensate for 
the potential degradation." OEP does not know if this approach could be possible for your project, but we 
wanted to bring it to your attention, and we wou ld be happy to discuss it with you. We also suggest that 
you discuss these options with your town counsel, as CORD and OEP cannot provide legal advice to the 
town. 

CORD's member agenc ies, including DRED, are available to work with the Town and to provide 
assistance with considering your options. We would be happy to schedule a meeting at the Town' s 
convenience at our offices to discuss this further. Please let us know of your (or others) availabi lity to meet 
and feel free to call either Tracey Boisvert (27 1-6809) or Susan Slack (27 1-1765) with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Meredith A. Hatfield, Director 

cc: Bill Carpenter/Bob Spoerl, DRED 
Matthew Low, P.E. Hoyle, Tanner, & Associates 
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