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The Corridor



Portsmouth Avenue ðThe Kingõs Great Highway

Å Late 17th century route between Portsmouth and Exeter

ÅServed as NH Route 101 until new highway completed circa 2000

ÅAlways served as Strathamõs primary business and civic corridor

ÅGreatest concentration of historic structures in Stratham



2019 Stratham Master Plan

Å Identified Route 33 corridor as community priority 

for historic preservation/investment with further 

area planning effort needed

Route 33 Legacy Highway Ad-Hoc Committee (2020)

Å Clarified challenges and opportunities associated 

with Route 33 and identified the Townõs objectives 

for the corridor

Land Preservation, Adoption of RSA 79 ðD and -E







Objectivesof the Route 33 Planning Initiative

ÅPreserve historic structures and features

ÅPromote adaptive re-use of historic structures, deter 

demolitions

Å Foster flexibility & creativity for property owners

ÅSupport a collaborative regulatory approach

ÅPromote private investment

ÅEncourage good design 

ÅReduce zoning variance requests



Town identifies aNeighborhood Heritage 

District as potential tool to meet goals

Å Focuses on the ôbig pictureõ of the character of the corridor 

and not so much on individual details, like window and trim 

details

Å A tool to control demolitions, including of residential 

buildings

Å Includes Advisory Committee process 

Å Includes review of residential projects

Å Provides for a collaborative review process

Å Enabled under RSA 674:21 ôInnovative Land Use Controlsõ



Benefits of a Neighborhood Heritage District

ÅA tool to prevent demolitions, preserve character

ÅProvides Route 33 property owners seats in the 

review process

ÅMore collaborative, design-focused review process

ÅProvides more clarity regarding development of 

neighboring properties

ÅEncourages flexibility and creativity in design



How the process works for applicants

ô

ÅOptional pre-application review for applicants to gain preliminary input

ÅApplication to Town Planning Department

ÅMeeting with District Advisory Committee within approximately 2 weeks

ÅApplicant has opportunity to revise application based on feedback

ÅPlanning Board reviews application and issues decision



KennistonTavern Example

ô



Types of residential projects typically exempt from review/approval

ÅWindow and door replacements

ÅHouse painting or siding replacement

ÅMost landscaping changes or improvements

ÅConstruction of small sheds, greenhouses

ÅHVAC improvements

ÅAny kind of interior improvements

ÅSmall additions that are not visible from the right-of-way



Types of residential projects typically requiring review & approval

ÅAny structural demolitions

ÅBuilding additions or new accessory buildings

ÅRemoval of large trees or stonewalls

ÅChanges in siding or roofing materials

ÅHome occupations

All new non-residential or non-agricultural uses would also require review 

and approval through this process.



Greater 
regulatory 

control over 
design & 

architectural 
features

Increased 
flexibility of 
land uses

The Goal ðStriking the right balance



We already have thisé



The Vision ðA place to call home



TheVision ðA place to meet your neighbors



TheVision ðA place to perform


